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EDINA PARK BOARD       
7:00 P.M. 
EDINA COMMUNITY ROOM 
EDINA CITY HALL 
APRIL 13, 2004 
_____________________________  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mike Damman, George Klus, Linda Presthus, Karla Sitek, Jeff 

Sorem, Alice Hulbert, Andy Finsness, Floyd Grabiel, Mike Weiss 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Jeff Johnson, Allyson Grande 
 
STAFF PRESENT: John Keprios, Ed MacHolda, Janet Canton, Tom Shirley 
 
____________________________   
 
 
I. APPROVAL OF THE TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 2004 PARK BOARD MINUTES 

 
Linda Presthus  MOVED TO APPROVE THE MARCH 9, 2004 PARK BOARD 
MINUTES.  Mike Weiss  SECONDED THE MOTION.  MINUTES APPROVED. 

 
II. BUCKTHORN CONTROL MASTER PLAN 
 
  Mr. Keprios indicated that he neglected to contact Diane Plunkett Latham and asked that 

if any action is taken other than what is listed that it be delayed until Ms. Latham’s group 
has a chance to hear the discussion.  Mr. Keprios explained that he took Ms. Latham’s 11 
point proposal and summarized what he feels reflects the staff’s views.  He noted that 
what was brought before the Park Board is more management decisions than it is Park 
Board policy decisions.  Mr. Keprios pointed out that the good news is the City Council 
has approved to accept their $5,000 grant from the Department of Natural Resources.  
Therefore, we can now hire a consultant when the money becomes available to them 
from the DNR on July 1st.  He indicated that it’s a matching grant to which they will have 
$5,000 from their operating budget.  Mr. Keprios explained that the consultant would 
work with staff to establish a master plan on how they are going to attack the buckthorn 
problem.  He noted that he thinks it’s a little too premature to adopt all of the little detail 
things that Ms. Latham’s group is bringing forward at this time.  He stated that until they 
have a master plan they are in a holding pattern.  Ms. Presthus commented that she thinks 
Mr. Keprios has done a great job with this and that it is headed in the right direction.     

 
 Mr. Klus suggested that Mr. Keprios go over these comments with Ms. Latham so that 

she can go over them with her group so that they are up-to-date on what is happening and 
if she has a response to share it with the Park Board at the next meeting.  Ms. Klus 
commented that he wants to make sure Ms. Latham knows that we are following through 
with what she has asked of us.     
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III. SATURDAY EVENING RENTALS – EDINBOROUGH PARK 
 
 Mr. Klus indicated that Tom Shirley from Centennial Lakes/Edinborough Park is here 

tonight to talk about a proposal he has at Edinborough Park.  Mr. Shirley explained that 
when they opened Adventure Peak back in September they discontinued private rentals 
for Friday nights during the winter months.  He indicated that they are now proposing 
that they eliminate Saturday night private rentals as well during the winter months.  Mr. 
Shirley explained that the park has been phenomenally successful and added that there 
are a large number of people who do use the parks on Saturdays.  He noted that it’s tough 
for them to close down the Great Hall at noon on Saturday in order to set up for a private 
rental that evening.  Mr. Shirley pointed out that right now the people who are in the 
Great Hall on Saturdays are forced to go into the Adventure Peak area, which is already 
struggling with capacity issues.  Therefore, if there were no Saturday night rentals it 
would make for a much better experience for all of the people who are there.  Mr. Shirley 
commented that he would recommend that no Friday and Saturday night rentals be 
allowed from November 1st through approximately April 1st.  He pointed out that last 
year there were approximately 13 Saturday night rentals and this year there were 15 
Saturday night rentals.  Mr. Klus asked if the rentals are all private party rentals or are 
some of them school related.  Mr. Shirley replied that the Sweetheart Dance is currently 
the only event that they do for the school and it is one event that they could definitely 
make an exception for.  He noted that the Sweetheart Dance is typically in February and 
it would be easy enough to post throughout the park indicating the one date that the Great 
Hall would be closed.  Mr. Klus asked if the Sweetheart Dance would be the largest 
private event that is held to which Mr. Shirley replied there is also one other Christmas 
party that has been going on for approximately 7 of the last 8 years.  Ms. Presthus 
commented that maybe that could be another consideration for them to which Mr. Shirley 
replied that he would prefer they didn’t.  He noted that they have four rentals on the 
books for next year to which they would certainly honor, however, he would like for the 
following year to have the no rental policy.     

 
 Mr. Finsness commented that he thinks this is a good idea because it’s a lot of work and a 

huge hassle to set up for these big parties and events.  He noted that it seems to him that 
it’s more of a private kind of a function anyway and Edinborough is a public place, it’s a 
park.    

 
 Mr. Damman asked if the private rentals make a lot of noise that bother the hotel people.  

Mr. Shirley replied that it’s not the hotel people who are bothered by it but rather the 
seniors in the high rise building that have issues with the noise.  Mr. Damman stated that 
in that respect he thinks it’s a good thing not to have the rentals. 

 
 Ms. Presthus indicated that she would like to see the school be exempt from this because 

it’s been a tradition for many, many years.  She added that it would also be a financial 
burden for them to go somewhere else.  Mr. Grabiel asked if the school pays to rent 
Edinborough to which Mr. Shirley replied yes, they are currently getting a ½ price rate.   
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 Mr. Sorem indicated that he doesn’t think the school should be eliminated from using 
Edinborough Park and noted that he went to his Sweetheart Dance there and it’s a good 
tradition.   

 
 Mr. Weiss stated that he doesn’t think the school is doing the city any favors and to be 

honest is therefore not inclined to reciprocate.  Ms. Presthus noted that she has a different 
feeling about the administration of the schools and the Park Board versus the kids.  Mr. 
Weiss indicated that he is not disagreeing with Ms. Presthus and he does feel for the kids.   

 
 Floyd Grabiel MOVED TO APPROVE TOM SHIRLEY’S PROPOSAL TO 

ELMINATE SATURDAY EVENING RENTALS DURING THE WINTER MONTHS.  
Karla Sitek SECONDED THE MOTION. 

 
 Mr. Klus asked Mr. Shirley if the School has already signed up for next year’s 

Sweetheart Dance to which Mr. Shirley replied yes, a contract has already been written.   
 
 Linda Presthus MOVED TO MAKE AN AMENDMENT TO THE MOTION THAT 

THE SCHOOL BE OFFERED AN EXEMPTION IF THEY SO DESIRE AND TO LET 
THEM KNOW WHAT THE PLAN IS.  Karla Sitek SECONDED THE AMENDMENT.   

 
Mr. Klus asked Mr. Grabiel if he would like to accept Ms. Presthus’ Amendment to 
which he replied no.   Mr. Grabiel noted that apparently the school is already booked for 
this year so it’s not going to even affect next year’s dance.  He stated that it’s a public 
park and if you are going to de-privatize it then de-privatize it.   

 
 IN FAVOR OF AMENDMENT:  Karla Sitek, Andy Finsness, Linda Presthus, Jeff 

Sorem, Alice Hulbert and Mike Damman. 
 
 OPPOSED TO AMENDMENT:  Mike Weiss, Floyd Grabiel 
 
 AMENDMENT PASSES.   
 

MOTION STATES:  ELIMINATE SATURDAY EVENING RENTALS DURING THE 
WINTER MONTHS WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE SCHOOL FOR THE 
SWEETHEART DANCE, THE SCHOOL IS THE ONLY EXEMPTION ALLOWED.   

 
 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Mr. Keprios commented that this group really helped Adventure Peak get going.  He 
noted that the structure itself cost $230,000 and since we opened in September, revenues 
are currently over $310,000.  Mr. Keprios stated that this has been a remarkable success 
story and that is why Mr. Shirley is requesting this proposal.  Mr. Keprios stated hats off 
to the Park Board and to Mr. Shirley and his staff because this has been a tremendous 
success story.     
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IV. WINE PROPOSAL – BRAEMAR GOLF COURSE 
 
 Mr. Klus indicated that if you look at the “Proposal for Wine by the Glass at Braemar” it 

talks about the benefits and costs to sell wine by the glass at Braemar Golf Course.  He 
explained that staff is looking for permission to obtain a wine license to sell wine by the 
glass as well as the opportunity sell strong beer.  Currently Braemar is only allowed to 
sell 3.2% beer.  Mr. Klus noted that he thinks that the proposal is self-explanatory.   

 
 Mr. Finsness commented that he thinks this a great idea.  He added that the only 

suggestion he would have is that they use real glasses instead of plastic glasses.   
 
 Ms. Hulbert asked if there is anything relating to kids being able to use the clubhouse if 

they are selling strong beer to which Mr. Keprios replied none whatsoever.    
 
 Floyd Grabiel MOVED TO APPROVE THE PROPOSAL.  Karla Sitek SECONDED 

THE MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
V. UPDATES 
 
 A.  Tri-City Skate Park Concessions Building – Mr. Keprios indicated that he is meeting 

tomorrow with all of the partners of the YMCA Tri-City Skate Park to discuss the 
building of a permanent concessions building at the skate park.  Mr. Keprios noted that 
Edina has $35,000 in the Capital Improvement Plan for 2004; however, some of the other 
cities currently do not have any additional funding in place.    

 
 Mr. Keprios informed the Park Board that the Edina Lions Club has come forward and 

has offered $25,000 towards this project.  They are able to give $10,000 now and another 
$5,000 over the next few years to cover their commitment.   He noted that the Edina 
Lions Club has approached the Bloomington Lions Club to request a matching grant or 
more.  The Bloomington Lions Club has access to a lot more money than the Edina Lions 
Club.  Mr. Keprios indicated that they are also going to be calling on some of the past 
donors of the skate park.  He stated that hopefully the concession stand would be built in 
2005.   

 
 B.  Centennial Lakes – Ms. Presthus asked why the water level was dropped two feet at 

Centennial Lakes to which Mr. Klus replied it was done in order to check the liner and 
make sure they don’t have any cracks as well as clean out the debris.  Mr. Keprios 
explained that because it’s an artificial lake to that serves as a large storm water retention 
pond and has a liner on the bottom of the entire lake.   

 
VI. FACILITIES STUDY COMMITTEE REPORT (GYMNASIUMS AND DOME) 
 
 Mr. Klus informed the Park Board that he has asked Mr. Keprios to invite the presidents 

of the athletic associations to the May Park Board meeting, which will be held at the 
Edina Senior Center.  He noted that there are some important issues that need to be talked 
about because there are some things that aren’t going so well.   



 5

 
Mr. Klus indicated that at last months Park Board meeting Mr. Keprios mentioned that an 
Edina resident would like to donate a substantial amount of money to put towards the 
building of a dome or indoor athletic field facility.  He also noted that as everyone is 
aware the Facilities Study Committee has recommended that yes there is a need for 
gymnasiums and the best location for them would be on school property.   He noted that 
they do not think building a separate community center would be cost effective not to 
mention there is not any land available to do this.   
 
Mr. Klus pointed out that Mr. Keprios and Mr. Hughes recently had a meeting with the 
school district staff who stated that the school district is not interested in having these 
facilities on school property.  Mr. Finsness asked, “who are the school staff,” to which it 
was noted the superintendent, athletic director and business manager.  Mr. Klus 
commented that at a meeting a few weeks ago Steve Dove, Edina’s Athletic Director, 
informed Mr. Keprios and Mr. Hughes that the schools have all of the athletic facilities 
they need, they do not need any more facilities.  Mr. Klus indicated that really surprises 
him because as a Park Board they do see a need for more facilities.     

 
Mr. Klus mentioned that a year ago he and John Keprios sat down with the School Board 
Chairman Colleen Feige on a Sunday afternoon to talk about facilities.  He noted that the 
Chairman asked that they get through the bond issue first and when it passes they will sit 
down and do something.  However, after the bond issue passed the Chairman took an 
about face and said no, they are not going to do anything.  Mr. Klus stated that it has been 
a real tough road to try and find a way to get facilities in this town and it has been very 
frustrating.  Mr. Klus pointed out that the City has said they can provide money to build 
these facilities, however, when it comes to the operation of them they need to work that 
part out.  He noted that the city has been willing to set up and provide a mechanism to 
help finance these things.  Mr. Klus commented that the City has been very open and the 
School just keeps turning them away and as a Park Board they feel there is nothing else 
they can do.  Mr. Klus explained that he thinks the only way things are going to get done 
is if enough people outside of the City Council and Park Board believe there is a need 
and want to get things done.  Therefore, he thinks they need to start with the athletic 
association presidents.  The Park Board needs to have the athletic associations buy into 
this process and decide where they want to go from here.  Mr. Klus noted that he doesn’t 
want to hear complaining anymore about what people want but rather start to take some 
action and move forward.  He commented that he’s not sure what that is but they need to 
start having dialogs and let the community provide more pressure to the schools to help 
get the facilities that are needed.  Mr. Klus noted that they have a 1.5 million dollar 
donation that they still need to find a use for because they certainly don’t want to turn 
that away.   
 
Mr. Klus indicated that some of the other things he thinks they should talk about are the 
need for more permanent turf in order to better utilize their facilities.  He noted that he 
thinks the pressure needs to be directed to the school because he doesn’t understand what 
the school is doing.   
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Mr. Grabiel commented that during discussion he would like to hear somebody say why 
the school should be doing this.  Mr. Klus replied that all of the available land in the 
community is on school property.  Ms. Sitek added that another reason they feel it should 
be at the school is so that they can use it during the day so that it doesn’t sit empty.  Mr. 
Klus pointed out; however, as Mr. Dove has stated the school doesn’t need any more 
athletic facilities.    
 
Ms. Presthus indicated that the comment Mr. Dove made seems to be very strange.  She 
explained that when she went to other sources at the High School who have been in that 
capacity they have stated that is not how they would characterize it.  Ms. Presthus noted 
that her second point is that she has talked to at least half of the School Board members 
who have never even heard one thing about this.  She noted that it seems that the issue 
has been stopped before reaching the current Chair of the School Board or anyone else.  
Ms. Presthus explained that when she asked them about this and what they think the only 
problem they have is when the referendum went before the voters to attach these kinds of 
facilities the voters turned it down.  She noted that what they have now said is if they 
were to build something it would have to be different from what they said in the 
referendum.  Ms. Presthus pointed out that if it’s not being paid for out of the referendum 
but rather from another source what’s the problem to which they basically said none.  
They did stress that it would have to be a good campaign so people know what is 
happening and know that the school is not going back on their word.  Ms. Presthus 
stressed that there are some very interested people on the School Board who are not 
aware that the conversation with Mr. Dove ever took place.     
 
Ms. Presthus reminded the Park Board that she is the Park Board liaison member on the 
Community Education Services Board and pointed out that one of the main problems 
they are dealing with, because of the referendum, is they have been informed that the hut 
is going to be torn down.  Part of the proposal was to take out the hut because they don’t 
like how it looks but unfortunately, the hut serves a tremendous amount of kids.  It is 
used for the after school programs as well as it is used for band preps.  Therefore, the 
school is taking the hut out because they don’t like how it looks but are not planning on 
replacing it.  She noted that the programs she mentioned will now need to go back into 
the schools which will further compound the facilities problems.  Ms. Presthus 
commented that currently there is a whole program going on trying to save the hut.  She 
indicated that the Community Education Services Board has asked her to discuss this 
issue with the Park Board and see if something could be done to save and/or replace the 
hut.  She noted that they would be very, very vocal about supporting anything that could 
be placed in that spot because they very much want something there.  Mr. Keprios asked 
what if it became gyms to which Ms. Presthus replied they thought that would be 
wonderful.  Ms. Presthus stated that if the City is willing to do something they are willing 
to step up and talk about it.   
 
Mr. Klus asked Ms. Presthus what she would like to see done with the space to which she 
replied build gymnasiums or at least do something with the space that would be there 
once the hut is torn down.  Mr. Klus asked how they get around the administration of the 
school if they are not in favor of it.  Ms. Presthus replied she thinks they need to talk to 
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the School Board, which apparently doesn’t know anything about it.  She indicated that 
Jeff Johnson and some of the School Board members seem to be very receptive to 
hearing about this. 
 
Ms. Presthus indicated that the most positive thing she has heard is that there is an 
interest in a dialog with this group and she was asked to come back to Park Board to ask 
for help in doing something with the space where the hut is.  Mr. Klus asked about the 
timing of tearing the hut down to which Ms. Presthus replied that it would not be this 
year.   
 
Mr. Klus asked Mr. Keprios to give his thoughts on the meeting he recently had with 
Gordon Hughes (City Manager), Jay Willemsen (Business Director), Steve Dove 
(Athletic Director) and Ken Dragseth (Superintendent).  Mr. Keprios indicated that the 
meeting was held to mainly discuss putting a cover over a multi-purpose athletic field and 
use it during the winter months.   He noted that Mr. Dove stated that the school district 
does not have a need for one in the school curriculum.  Mr. Dragseth asked Mr. Dove 
why do so many other surrounding schools have them to which Mr. Dove had replied he 
could see using them for some football practice in the fall and maybe baseball practice in 
the spring and that’s it.  Outside of that they would have no need for one for phy-ed 
purposes during the school year.   
 
Mr. Keprios stated that what he feels the school staff was telling him and Mr. Hughes is 
that they don’t want one now or ever and therefore in staff’s mind it’s a dead issue and 
they don’t need to talk about it anymore at the staff level.  Mr. Keprios commented that it 
would be very inappropriate of staff to contact anyone above Ken Dragseth.  Mr. Keprios 
indicated that if the Park Board does not agree with what is happening at the staff level 
from the School District side then perhaps a recommendation needs to be made to the 
City Council to have a joint meeting with the School Board. 
 
Mr. Klus commented that he thought this joint meeting was on the table to which Mr. 
Keprios replied yes, it is on the table.  However, perhaps the Facilities Study Committee 
needs to sit down again instead of taking all of the Park Board’s time because he feels 
there are a few more things that need to be talked about.  Mr. Keprios indicated that since 
the last Park Board meeting he has learned that the YMCA is not interested in gyms and 
therefore that is no longer an option.  Mr. Keprios explained that the Normandale Facility 
at best has a 50/50 chance of happening.  Therefore, they are rather limited on their 
gymnasium options.   
 
Mr. Keprios informed the Park Board that Braemar is a realistic option to consider for a 
dome.  He added that if a permanent building, as opposed to a bubble, were put in they 
could have a sprinkler system which means they would not be required to have a road all 
the way around the structure.  This way they would not have to narrow the facility.  He 
explained that it could have sliding doors that could be opened up during the summer and 
closed in the winter.  Mr. Keprios commented that the down side to this is that it has 
about a 5 million dollar price tag attached to it.  However, they could certainly get a 
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whole field under one roof that could be used year round.  Mr. Finsness commented that 
he would bet that sooner or later the school would ultimately be renting it.   
 
Mr. Klus indicated that he thinks we need to bring all of these groups together and have a 
discussion to see if we can set some direction.  He noted that maybe at the May meeting 
they should invite the School Board members to attend who are not aware of this as well 
as the group Ms. Presthus is working with.  Mr. Finsness commented that he thinks they 
need to be careful so that it doesn’t look like they are pushing this idea and no one is 
behind it.  He pointed out that the last time the Park Board met with the presidents of the 
athletic associations they weren’t all that excited about anything.  Mr. Klus responded 
that he recently talked with Dick Ward, President of the Edina Basketball Association, 
who indicated that he does have some ideas that he would like to discuss with the Park 
Board at the May 11th meeting.  Mr. Klus also indicated that he has been talking with the 
Edina Football Board who would also like to give their two cents.  Mr. Finsness noted 
that he would think Soccer and Lacrosse would be all over this type of a facility at 
Braemar.   
 
Mr. MacHolda commented that he thinks there are a number of people who would be 
very interested in an out-of-season training facility at Braemar.   Mr. MacHolda pointed 
out that another problem he is facing right now is there is a tremendous shortage of green 
space and to him the greater need is the season, not the out-of-season.  He noted that this 
spring he has no place to facilitate rugby, lacrosse or ultimate Frisbee and added that he 
can barely fit the soccer program in.  Mr. MacHolda stated that football is coming up in 
the fall and he knows that they also have some concerns.  Mr. MacHolda indicated that he 
is thinking maybe less of a winter structure and more of a need to provide lights which in 
turn would double their day.  He noted that he would also suggest using more artificial 
turf because of all of the wear and tear that the fields receive.  Mr. MacHolda stated that 
he would hate to put all of their eggs into one basket.  Mr. Keprios commented that when 
the school is done with all of their referendum projects and Lewis West has lights they 
would still be in as big of a pinch for green space as they are now.  He also noted that 
they are still going to be short green space whether or not they add a dome.  He noted that 
we don’t have 5 million dollars and they would have to find a way to fund it.  Mr. 
MacHolda again informed the Park Board that by adding lights you basically are adding a 
field, which he feels, is a very smart move.  Mr. Keprios pointed out that the entire 
community is land locked, leaving few alternative sites to add more athletic field space.   
 
Mr. Klus indicated that Mr. Finsness is right when he stated that the last time they met 
with the athletic association presidents it was a pretty blasé meeting.  With the exception 
of a few associations, there really wasn’t a lot of interest.  Mr. Klus stated that everyone 
on the Park Board is here because they have an interest and feel it’s up to the Park Board 
to push this along.  Therefore, what he is looking for from the Park Board tonight is to 
say let’s move ahead with this on May 11th or let’s not move ahead with this because we 
all have to buy into this and decide if we want to lead this charge.  He noted that if the 
Park Board doesn’t do it he doesn’t know who will.     
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Mr. Finsness stated that he thinks it’s a good idea for the whole Park Board to hear what 
these athletic association presidents have to say.  He noted that he likes the thought of an 
indoor facility at Braemar and he also likes the thought of lighting some of the fields.  
Mr. Finsness indicated that he would like to see just a couple of items on the agenda that 
they stick with for the next five years or whatever.  He commented that if they don’t keep 
pushing a couple of specific things he doesn’t think it will ever happen.   
 
Mr. Klus pointed out that he really thinks they need to look at private versus public 
money because it’s not only going to be public money.  He noted that if they have 
someone in the community who wants to give them 1.5 million dollars they certainly 
don’t want him to sit there very long wondering whether we are going to take his money 
or not.  They need to get that money and move ahead.   
 
Ms. Presthus explained that she has always been in favor of pushing this ahead and 
doesn’t think they should give up on this.  They need to keep the dialog going.  She noted 
that when she spoke to the School Board Chairman about a dome she said Edina has to 
have one and that he didn’t even know this was on the table.    
 
Ms. Sitek commented that she thinks more people are becoming aware of this, however, 
the general population is not aware of the lack of green space that we have.  Therefore, 
we need to educate the community as to what is happening and that we are running out of 
space and that programs may not be able to continue in the capacity that they currently 
are.  She indicated that through the athletic associations maybe they could get that 
information out to the general public.     
 
Ms. Presthus noted that the Community Education Services Board did ask why we don’t 
start pumping letters to the editor of the Sun Newspaper on a regular basis pointing out 
the problems that we are being faced with.  The word needs to get out.   
 
Mr. Weiss pointed out that he thinks the associations may step up less because no one 
wants to say that they will help pay for it because they would then have to raise their fees 
and they are all afraid of declining enrollment.  He noted that he is really interested in the 
hut thing but thinks that needs to be kept separate from field house because they are 
going to have two separate backings of constituents.  Mr. Weiss indicated that he thinks 
the people who use the Community Center are going to be very interested in the hut and 
the people who use the fields aren’t going to care about the gyms.   
 
Ms. Hulbert stated that she thinks, if we build it, there will be plenty of people who will 
use it.     
 
Mr. Damman indicated that he thinks it’s very important for the Facilities Study 
Committee to get together before the next Park Board meeting.  He noted that maybe 
there are more issues that they can bring up as well as formulate what it is they are 
actually going to go after and talk to them about it.     
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Mr. Keprios pointed out that he thinks they have to have a clear mission of what it is they 
want out of the athletic association presidents at the joint meeting.  He noted that he 
thinks the Park Board is still going to hear that yes, they still want gyms and a dome.  Mr. 
Klus commented that it has to be active participation on their part promoting it as well 
because if they are not actively promoting and pushing it, it’s not going to happen.  Mr. 
Keprios indicated that they need to be prepared to tell the associations this is what we 
need from you and see if they like the plan.  
 
Mr. Keprios informed the Park Board that personally he is not convinced that putting a 
building up in Braemar is what should happen.  He noted that he thinks it belongs at 
Kuhlman and just because the people who live over there don’t want it he feels isn’t 
reason enough for it not to happen.  Mr. Weiss commented that he personally thinks 
Braemar is the place to build it because of the ease of access, parking and it’s non-
residential.  Mr. Keprios responded that you have to put a lot of money into artificial turf 
to have a dome and if you put artificial turf at Braemar and then you also have to put in 
all of the mechanicals and additional infrastructure.  He noted that turf would then need 
to be replaced every 8 years at a cost of over $300,000.  Mr. Keprios pointed out that he 
would rather they put in one of the nicest real grass fields in the state that can be 
maintained forever and doesn’t have to be replaced every 8 years.  Mr. Keprios stated 
that having said that he will support putting up something at Braemar 100% if that’s what 
the community wants.      
 
Mr. Weiss indicated that Mr. Keprios does have a very valid point in that we need to have 
some expectations from the athletic association presidents and let them know what it is 
that we are asking of them.  He stated that maybe the associations could send out 
mailings to everyone in their databases alerting them to this issue.      
 
Mr. MacHolda stated that he agrees with Mr. Keprios 100% in that the best place for the 
dome is at Kuhlman and also if the community feels that Braemar is the best site then he 
will embrace that 100% as well.  Mr. MacHolda also noted that he thinks Mr. Weiss’ 
comment earlier hit the nail on the head when he stated that maybe they are making a 
mistake by bringing the gym people and the green space people to the same meeting.  
Maybe it would make more sense to have two separate meetings.    Mr. Klus indicated 
that he feels the community has to buy into the whole thing, they may do it in pieces, but 
as a whole they need to buy into it all.  Mr. Sorem pointed out that a lot of kids overlap 
playing different sports some kids plays both basketball and lacrosse.   
 
Mr. Klus asked if there is anyone else that should be invited to the May 11th Park Board 
meeting.  Mr. MacHolda stated that he would like to see rugby and ultimate Frisbee also 
invited because they are club sports that are out there.    
 

VI. OTHER 

 
A.  June 8th Park Board Meeting - Mr. Keprios noted that on June 8th they would like to 
have the Park Board meeting at the new Police and Fire Training Facility.  He noted that 
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for anyone who would like a personalized tour from Kevin Kelleher, Operations 
Coordinator, they would start the tour at 6:30 pm before the Park Board meeting.     
 
B.  Braemar Inspection Tour - Mr. Klus indicated that the Braemar Inspection Tour is 
scheduled for July 13th so be sure to put that on your calendars.   
 
C.  Garbage Can -  Ms. Sitek asked if a garbage can could be placed at 54th Street where 
people get out of the creek to portage.   
 
D.  Liquor Lobby -  Ms. Presthus informed the Park Board that to the best of her 
knowledge the wine in grocery stores bill is dead for this year and it’s not going to 
happen.  However, she has been told that we can’t count on that forever.   

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 Mike Weiss MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:30 P.M.  Andy Finsness 

SECONDED THE MOTION.  MEETING ADJOURNED.   
 


